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Gorgeous members gathered for the
"Beyond the Fog" stage greeting!

The NARAtive project is a project in which young
filmmakers who won awards at previous festivals
produce films set in Nara. This year's film is "Beyond
the Fog," directed by Daichi Murase, and its world
premiere screening was held on September 19 at
the Kinsho Hall of Todaiji Temple. Kinsho Hall was
filled with a long line of people seeking tickets on the
day of the event. Prior to the screening of the main
feature, a behind-the-scenes making of the movie
"BLOSSOMS OF KAWAKAMI,” directed by Bilal
Kawazoe, was screened. In this making-of film, we
got a glimpse of the director's sincere feelings
toward his work. When the directors Murase,
Masaki Miura, Akari Miyake, Asami Mizukawa,
Shinzo Hotta, and Naomi Kawase took the stage,
the venue instantly brightened. Kawase explained
the significance of this project, which is to capture
and transmit stories about Nara, and then Murase
told the story of how he went to Kawakami village
before the filming to deepen his relationship with the
people there, giving us an insight into how each of
the directors approaches their work. As the screen-
ing began, the audience all seemed to be drawn to
this world of work. | felt that the film depicted both
the beautiful scenery of Kawakami village and a
story that could only be captured there. The screen-
ing ended with a big round of applause and was a
great success. | look forward to the new aspects of
Nara to be captured and shown in the next project.
(Daily News staff, Osaka, 20s)

Interview
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Two years ago, the film festival
became a turning point.

“I made my first film when | was in college. |
made some close friends there, and we made
films as we understood each other. When |
was a senior and thinking about finding a job, |
got the chance to go to Cannes. However, two
days before my departure, my plans were
canceled due to Covid-19. While | was up in
the air thinking vaguely about my future, my
film was nominated for the 2020 Nara
International Film Festival, and that made me
decide to pursue a career in film. There are
many talented young filmmakers out there, but
| consider myself truly blessed to be a part of
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A Red Carpet and A Transitional Ceremony
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Prayers at Kasuga Taisha Shrine answered?
The red carpet and transitional ceremony were
held safely last night despite the threat of a
typhoon. Here is a report on the event.
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A red carpet appears in Nara Park
while the deer watch over us.

The red carpet for the 2022 Nara International
Film Festival took place at the Nara Kasugano
International Forum Iraka in Nara Park. The
contrast between the deep green of the virgin forest
and the bright red carpet was striking, and the
surrounding Japanese tile-roofed buildings made a

splendid scene that brought smiles to the faces of
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all present. Even the deer in the park seemed to be

observing the elegant atmosphere.

For a film festival that will last for
1,000 years.

This year is a year of celebration for Kasuga
Taisha, for the shrine is rebuilding its Wakamiya
shrine pavilions, an event that only happens once
every 20 years. To commemorate this event, a talk
session between Hanayama-in, chief priest of
Kasuga Taisha, and Kawase Naomi, executive
director of the film festival, was held at the Hall of
Gratitude and Coexistence.

The film festival has invited guests from abroad
for the first time in four years, and Kawase empha-
sized the importance and benefits of holding the

film festival in person. "l reaffirmed that new things

happen through people-to-people exchanges,"
she said, and expressed her passionate desire to
"continue to promote the culture of film, which is
only about 100 years old, and keep this film festival
going for 1,000 years.” Kawase also reflected on the
"Nara International Film Festival for Youth," which
was held from September 17-19 directly before the
Nara International Film Festival, and shared words
of encouragement for the younger generation: "l
hope that you will continue to promote the culture
of film and the performing arts to the world."

The ceremony was followed by a dedication
through a celebratory dance by Ryukyu dancer
Shigeo Miyagi, which added an air of solemnity to
the event. Ryukyu is a dance form that developed
from the courtly arts of the Ryukyu Kingdom and
has been handed down through the generations to
the present day. The influence of Noh, a traditional
Japanese art form, can be glimpsed in its
movements.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of
Okinawa's return to the mainland. The festival will
feature films set in Okinawa, so please stay tuned.
The priest of Kasuga Taisha Shrine offered a prayer
for the success of the main festival, and perhaps the
prayers of the participants were answered by the
deities of Kasuga-san, as the ceremony was held in
calm weather with no rainfall despite concerns

about the impending typhoon.

From For Youth to Main Festival,
Ceremonial Passing of the Baton.

The transitional ceremony was held in the Noh
Theater of the Nara Kasugano International Forum,
Iraka, passing the baton from the "Nara International
Film Festival for Youth" to the week’s main event, the
"Nara International Film Festival." The ceremony
began with a combined performance of contempo-

rary dance and Ryukyuan dance - a unique
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A sudden offer to be on
a famous host’s live broadcast!

experiment in mixing cultures that would never have
met before, which is one of the hallmarks of the
festival. Audiences enjoyed the impressive
synchronization between the dance performance
and the images created by Director Kawase.

Following the performance, eight youth judges
from "NIFF for Youth" appeared on stage. They
participated in a project to judge feature and short
films from the "Berlin International Film Festival" and
the "Short Shorts Film Festival," which cultivated
their eye for films with the intention of contributing to
the future of the film industry.

They gave the best film award (Crystal SHIKA
Award) to “Comedy Queen” and “Nuisance Bear”
for the "Youth Junior Program." Their comments on
these films were clear and solid. Kawase described
this film festival as "in its infancy," but that descrip-

tion may no longer apply to "for Youth" alone.

Generations, world, and tradition:
making the ceremony unique to
the film festival.

After the presenting of the award, the directors
and judges of the films to be screened in the
International Competition, the festival’s main
program, were introduced. Despite the difficulties
still being caused by COVID-19, eleven directors
traveled from abroad to participate in the festival.
Expectations for the films to be screened today, as
well as the audience’s enthusiasm for the festival,
soared high. For about ninety minutes, aspiring
teenage filmmakers, Ryukyu dancers, and foreign
directors gathered together in a Noh theater. Is this
too overwhelming of a cultural exchange? No,
never. The ceremony was a fitting tribute to the
festival's three-quarter-length stage, which clearly
outlined the festival's unique contour of connecting
and expanding generations, the world, and

traditions.
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Festival Support Staff
Tatsuki Senda and Suzuka Arakane

“I love movies, and when | heard that there was a
great film festival being held in Nara, | wanted to
getinvolved," said Senda. "It's a rare and exciting
opportunity for me." said Arakane. They came all
the way from Kyushu University to Nara to
support and advise the youths judges for the
films! Senda said, "The youth were very serious
as they judged and discussed the films, and it
made me think about the meaning of presenting
the awards.” Arakane, speaking of his first visit to
Nara, said, "l was surprised by the atmosphere of
Naramachi with all the deer. | never get tired of
walking around here.” We hope you'll rejoin us for
the next film festival!

Feature

"I'm live-streaming at the Naramachi Center
right now, so get on it!" | had just finished my
work and was taking a short break when the
offer to appear on the live broadcast suddenly
popped up. The program is run by the
festival's famous MC and host, Toru Masuzaki.
He selects various highlights of the festival
and has discussions with the festival staff.
After only a few seconds (!) of preparation
with Mr. Masuzaki, our live broadcast began.
Mr. Masuzaki was unstoppable and talked
deftly about the highlights of the films. It was
amazing to witness in-person! His skillful
performance encouraged me to speak
passionately and comfortably about the movie
I had reviewed for the Daily News. The video
we made will be available on the official
YouTube channel of the "Nara International
Film Festival" until the 24th. (Osaka, age 22,
Yuto Miyazaki)
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